ABDOMINAL SURGERY.
The regional sub-division of the abdomen has never been laid down with sufficient uniformity by the various text-books of anatomy to establish a definite understanding of such words as epigastric, lumbar, &c., and Mr. Anderson,1 in introducing a discussion on this subject, thought that a more accurate system of delimitation could be obtained by converting the lines of segmentation into planes which passed through the trunk, and were fixed as to position by well-defined bony landmarks. Perhaps the best of these more exact topographical methods is that of Professor Cunningham, who proposes to divide the abdominal cavity into sections by means of two transverse and two longitudinal planes. The upper transverse plane corresponds to the level of the lowest point of the costal border, as seen from the front (i.e., the cartilage of the tenth rib), and passes through the disc between the second and third lumbar vertebrae, while the lower plane passes through the well-known tubercle at the outer border of the iliac crest, coinciding posteriorly with the level of the fifth lumbar vertebra. The longitudinal plane cor- 
